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POLICY Board of Trustees - Montgomery College 58002

Chapter: Educational Program Modification No. 0045
Subject: Assessment Testing,-and-Appropriate Course Placement, and Credit for Prior
Learning

Student success for all students is the prlmary goal of Montgomery CoIIege -and-the-

ehesen—pathway—rsthreugh—theaAssessment of student academlc skrlls and the

placement of students in appropriate courses_is an important mechanism by which the
College supports student success.

measuresb%wmehthegeuegeﬁheldensetﬁaeeeuntabt&The Board of Trustees of

Montgomery College endorses a process of assessment and placement so that students
are able to enroll in courses for which they demonstrate academic readiness and are_

awarded credit for prior learningwhich-willenable-them-to-meve-through-theirprogram-
pathway.

The Board of Trustees authorizes the president is-autherized-to establish anydevelop
procedures necessary to implement this policy.

Board Approval: July 19, 1982; May 16, 1988; July 18, 1994; May 16, 2016; DATE.-
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Chapter: Educational Program Modification No. 014

Subject: Assessment Testing and Appropriate Course Placement

Multiple Measures of Assessment

L

At Montgomery College, we strive to place students in courses for which they are
prepared to be successful. To that end, Montgomery College offers multiple measures by
which students can be assessed for appropriate course placement, including but not
limited to, nationally standardized assessment tests as well as additional assessment
options available reflecting other indicators of success and equivalency considerations. A
list of these multiple measures of assessment for relevant disciplines shall be maintained
by the Office of Academic Affairs and posted on the Montgomery College website.

Criteria for Mandatory Assessment and-Placement

A. Students planning to enroll in any course at Montgomery College with an
English, ESL, or mathematics assessment level and/or prerequisite, who cannot
demonstrate they have successfully met the assessment level and/or
prerequisites via prior developmental, ESL, or credit courses, are required to be
assessed for placement in one of the following ways:

1. through the relevant assessment(s) offered by Montgomery College;

2. through other approved measures of assessment, a list of which shall
be maintained by the Office of Academic Affairs and posted on the
Montgomery College website.
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BB.

Student assessment and placement information will be recorded in the student
information system so that it is it-available for academic advising and

registration purposes.

aeeepteda%a#eampuseeAssessment processes WI|| be conS|stent and accepted

at all locations and by all divisions.

Students needing disability support services during the assessment process

mav obtain accommodatlons w%h%abmhes—wm-feuemﬂheGenegee

wHJ—beem@wduaJ&ed determlned to be a&approprlate by a counselor in
Disability Support Services{DSS).

Course Placement

A

Students may enroll in any courses for which they have the entry level skill

requirements, assessment levels, and prerequisite courses. A list of college
ready scores on designated exams and other forms of assessment used for
placement will be maintained by the Office of Academic Affairs and posted on
the Montgomery College website.

Students will be placed into English, ESL, and mathematics based on the

results of required assessments or on alternative assessment processes
and metrics approved by Montgomery College.

Students who require reading;-developmental courses in English and/or
mathematics developmental-courses-must enroll in the appropriate
developmental course(s) and follow the developmental sequence. Once students
enroll in a developmental course they are expected to enroll in the next course in
the sequence in the following semester until they complete their first college level
course(s) in English and mathematics. Degree-seeking Sstudents are required to
successfully complete their first college level course in English and mathematics
prior to completing 24 credits at the College.

Students who require ESL courses must enroll in the appropriate ESL course(s)

in Workforce Development and Continuing Education (WDCE) or in the English
Language for Academic Purposes (ELAP) program and follow the course
sequence. Once students successfully complete a course, they are expected to
enroll in the next course in the sequence in the following semester until they
complete their first college-level course(s) in English and mathematics. Students
are required to successfully complete their first college-level course in English
and mathematics prior to completing 24 credits at the college.
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115 semesterof enrollment

116 E. Students who place into developmental or ESL courses must enroll in one or more
117 of those courses during their first semester of enrollment.

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

125 V. Exemptions from Taking Assessment Test(s)

126

127 A. Students already having a verified an-associate degree or higher from a

128 regionally accredited US institution who are fully proficient in the English

129 language are exempt from assessment and are initially placed at the minimum
130 college-ready level (ENGL 101 and MATH 117 or 120) until their transcripts have
131 been evaluated for potential transfer credit. Having a verified associate degree or
132 higher does not automaticallyare exempt students from other course

133 requirements taking-the assessment-test butand students must meet the any
134 additional higher assessment levels or prerequisite requirements listed for
135 courses they wish to take.

136

137 B. Visiting students from other regionally accredited US postsecondary institutions
138 who are fully proficient in the English language Students bringing a "letter of
139 permission" from their home institution are exempt from assessment but must
140 meet the prerequisite requirements for courses they wish to take.

141

142 C. Personal interest studentsﬂudems who are fully prof|C|ent in the Enqllsh

143 language are hav

144 %WMMM{MW%W tvp|callv exemot from
145 assessment testing for all courses with the exception of English and mathematics
146 courses. dependingonthe courses that they wish to take Personal interest
147 students may-enrollin-any course for which they have the entry level skill

148 requirementsassessmentlevels—andHowever, students must meet specific.
149 course prerequisites eourses-and meet any other applicable

150 requirementsregulations.

151

152 D. The expectations for readiness are the same for all students. Any student who is
153 classified as exempt from assessment testing must be prepared to demonstrate
154 that they meet the applicable credit class prerequisite requirements and to

155 demonstrate proficiency in the English lanquage.

156

157

158  HV. Reassessment Retests and Review of Placement

159

160

161 seeresa%e#ahel—fer—ene—yea#Some assessments may onlv be valid for a I|m|ted
162 period of time. A list of assessments, together with any relevant expiration or
163 lifecycle policies, will be maintained by the Office of Academic Affairs and posted
164 on the Montgomery College website.

165 A——

166

167 B. Students who believe that results for assessment taken through Montgomery
168 College an-AccuplacerEnglish;reading-ormath-scere-does not provide an

169 appropriate placement may appeal their results.should-meet-with-a-counseloror
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when the counselor signs the form) before a retest may be taken. The

procedures for such appeal processes will be maintained by the Office of
Academic Affairs and posted on the Montgomery College website.
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Dual Enrollment Students

VAV

Dual Enrollment students (including those who are home-schooled) er-not-graduates-of-
high-schoelmust-are required to be assessed for English proficiency or have an
approved alternative method of assessment, and must also meet the prerequisite
reqwrement(_) and assessment level(s) for each cred|t bearmg course they enroII in.

Credit for Prior Learning Award-of Advanced-Standing

A. Montgomery College recognizes the many ways an individual learns and may
demonstrate such learning and has established policies-and procedures for_
accepting and awarding college credit for prior learning and subsequent which-

recognize-assessment-oftheleveloflearning-for-the award of advanced standing..

This includes, but is not limited to, credit by standardized exam and credit for

xgerlenc —Ln—keepmg4m¢h4he—pel+e+es—se#fe¥th—m—the&a¢e—BeaFd—eﬁH+ghee

Nationaltesting-service-examinationsCredit is awarded for qualifying scores on

standardized exams, including:

1. Advanced PIacement Tests (AP), with @ minimum score of 39f—the@el+ege

2.

3. International Baccalaureate (IB), with a minimum score of 5 on higher-level
exams or a minimum score of 5 on standard-level exams combined with the
IB diploma.

4. Cambridge Advanced International Certificate of Education Diploma

examination (Cambridge).

Page 7 of 5



PROCEDURE - Montgomery College 58002CP

B-C.

A _MmMinimiin

A complete list of standardized exams minimum gqualifying scores, Montgomery

College equivalencies, any expiration dates, and processes for requesting
credit for prior learning shall be maintained by the Office of Academic Affairs
and posted on the Montgomery College website

Students may earn credit for a subject in which they have acquired real life

experience in line with procedures set forth in College Procedure 53001:
Academic Regulations and Standards. Student must be able to demonstrate they
have gained knowledge that is comparable to that gained in a specified course. A
list of courses which offer Credit by Examination (“CE”) shall be maintained by the
Office of Academic Affairs and posted on the Montgomery College website.

MontaomervCollege! adit b min on nd ad in tha NA-O a)

inthe-official-catalog—A "CE" following the course title in the official catalog also
indicates those courses for which "credit by examination" is offered. Procedures-
areovaiableot

Additional guidance including limits to maximum credit that may be earned in lieu of

direct instruction at Montgomery College can be found in 53001: Academic
Regulations and Standards.

Administrative Approval: July 19, 1982; December 6, 1982; May 16, 1988; July 18, 1994; July 1,
1995; March 4, 1996; August 23, 1999; January 31, 2002; October 8, 2002; August 11, 2003;
Administrative Correction February 12, 2008; August 13, 2010; June 24, 2013; June 17, 2016;_

DATE.
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