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Department of Psychology
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PY102: GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY

Spring 2009
(Updated 2/23/09)
Instructor: Prof. Windy Jefferson-Jackson

Office: Fine Arts Pavilion, Rm. 218

Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays,  3:30-5:00 pm
Contact Information: (240)567-1383 
	CRN
	Time
	Days
	Where

	33533
	7:55 pm - 9:10 pm
	MW
	Mathematics Pavilion 140


windy.jefferson-jackson@montgomerycollege.edu
http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/~wjefjac/
Required texts: Huffman, K. (2008).  Psychology in Action (8th Ed.)  New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc.  Huffman, K. and Hosey, R. (2007).  Studying Psychology in Action: Study and Review Guide (8th Ed.) New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc.  Huffman, K.  (2002).  

Course description: This is a survey course with the purpose of providing the student with an overview of psychological research, theory and methods.  

Course objectives: Gain knowledge of the basic research findings, theoretical concepts and terminology of psychology.

· Understand the major psychological approaches to the study of the human experience and the ways in which these approaches are being applied to understand and solve human problems.
· Acquire a critical appreciation for the ethical, philosophical, political, and religious implications of psychology, and a skeptical respect for the role that psychology plays in contemporary culture.
·  Abandon misconceptions about the field of psychology and to appreciate its breadth and scientific rigor. 
· Study groups are very helpful in mastering the materials required by this course.  
· Any student who may need accommodations due to a disability, please make an appointment to see me during my office hours.  A letter from Disability Support Services (DSS) authorizing specific accommodations will be needed.  DSS counselors are available in the Counseling Department.
Attendance:  Attendance and participation are important to your success in this course.  Roll will be taken several times during the semester.  If you are not in class when attendance is taken, you will be marked absent.  Please refer to Montgomery College’s policy on class attendance. Remember to turn off cell phones and pagers so that they do not ring.  .  

Examinations: 
There will be five exams and one project.  Content of the examinations will come from the lecture, reading assignments, and class discussion.  

Assignments: Due dates are strictly adhered to by the instructor.  Assignments must be turned in at the appointed time.  When assignments are late, points will be deducted from the graded score.   Any assignments not turned in after  three days will receive a grade of zero.  

Extra credit:   As a rule, do not count on extra credit for passing this course.  

Grading and student assessment: The following scale will be used to assign grades to the student:

100 – 90 A

89 – 80
B

79 – 70 
C

69 – 60 
D

59 – 0
F

Please note: This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor to accommodate instructional and/or student needs.  It is the sole responsibility of the student to maintain and update.
Tentative Assignment Schedule


	
	Day
	TOPICS/ CHAPTERS
	Topics/Terms

	Week

1

	Mon(1/26)

Wed (1/28)
Mon (2/2)
	Chapter 1
See Key Terms List
	Introduction to Psychology 

Research Methods

Scientific Method and Ethics
Milgram Experiment 
Tuskegee Experiment
EN202 Link

Shelley: Frankenstein

	Week 2
	
	
	

	
	Wed (2/4)
	Assessment

	Week 3
	Mon (2/9)

Wed (2/11)

Mon (2/16)


	Chapter  3

Chapter 5
See Key Terms List
	Stress
&

States of Consciousness See Week 5
EN202 Links 

· Poe: “Annabel Lee;” 

· Dickinson: “After a Great Pain…,”  “My Life Had Stood…,” and  “I Dwell in Possibility,” 

· The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
· Hyde  (stop at “The Carew Murder Case”)

	Week 4
	
	
	

	
	Wed (2/18)
	Assessment

	Week 5
	Mon (2/23)

Wed (2/25)

Mon (3/2)


	Chapters 4 & 7

Chapter 13 
 See Key Terms Lists
	States of Consciousness,

Sense, Perception, Memory &Personality

EN202 Links
· “Psychoanalytic Criticism,” 

·  “Cathedral”  

· “Morning”  
· Streetcar Named Desire

	Week 6
	
	
	

	
	Wed (3/4)
	Take Home Exam Prep    

	Week 7
	Mon (3/9)

Wed (3/11)
	Take Home Exam Due 
Midterm Evaluation Conferences

	Spring Break 3/22

	Week 8
	Mon(3/23)
Wed (3/25)
Mon (3/30)
	Learning and Motivation

Chapter 6 & 12
 
	Lit. Linkages:
House of Usher

Daisy Miller


	Week 9


	
	
	

	
	Wed (4/1)
	Assessment   – PY

	Week 10


	Mon( 4/6)
Wed (4/8)
Mon (4/13)
	Psychological Disorders 

Chapter 14

Therapy

 Chapter 15
	Lit. Linkages:
Assessment, Test, Project, Presentation
Wed. – EN


	Week 11
	
	
	

	
	Wed (4/15)
	Assessment – PY

	Week 12


	Mon (4/20)
Wed (4/22)
	Social Psychology Chapter 16

Gender and Human Sexuality Chapter 11
	TBA

	Week 13


	Mon (4/27)
	Assessment, Test, Project, Presentation

	
	Wed (4/29)
	Final Project Preparation


	Assessment, Test, Project, Presentation
 

	Week 14
	Mon (5/4) Wed (5/6)
	
	

	Week 15


	Week of 5/11
	Final Project Presentations

	Finals  Week 5/6-12   


1
1

