Montgomery College, Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus
Professor Windy Jefferson-Jackson
HP 104 –Fundamental Concepts of Inquiry in the Behavioral and Social Sciences (1CR)

Office Phone: (240) 567-1383

Office Hours: Mondays, 11:00 am-12:00 noon, Tuesdays 3:00-5:30 pm and by appointment
Office Location:  P3, Room 218
Phone:  301-650-1383, E-mail:  windy.jefferson-jackson@montgomerycollege.edu
Course Description

I.  General Course Information
HP 104 –Fundamental Concepts of Inquiry in the Behavioral and Social Sciences
Selected themes and topics in the behavioral and social sciences will be used to help students develop a better understanding of the concepts, terminology, and methodology of the study of behavioral and social sciences. Students may take this course twice to fulfill the requirements of the Honors Scholar Program, provided each time it is taken, a different topic is covered. Specific information about each section of this course will be published prior to the start of each registration and may be obtained from the campus honors coordinator. 
PREREQUISITES:  Completion of at least 12 college credits, a 3.2 grade point average or higher, and a grade of A or B in EN 101 or EN 101A.    1.000 Credit Hours 

Course Outcomes
At the end of the course, students will be able to:

1
use terminology, theoretical concepts, and methodologies of behavioral and social sciences. 
2
understand the differences and similarities in approach to behavioral and social sciences

3
evaluate critically the approaches to and the results of the study of behavioral and social sciences. 
4
communicate effectively concepts in both oral and written presentations.
Specific Course Information for Fall 2008

Washington, D.C - A Scholar’s Playground:  This course will explore the intellectual riches of one of our nation’s treasure – the Library of Congress.    Each student will explore its resources, identify topics of interest, visit, write a short research paper, and create a presentation based on their class experience. 
For this class to work effectively, it will be essential for you to keep up with the assignments and come to class prepared to engage in class discussions.   Although I certainly understand when unforeseen circumstances occur, I urge you to attend all the sessions, if possible. Since part of your grade will reflect your classroom participation, it is important that you attend all of the classes, and come to class prepared. 

Specific Outcomes: 
 As researchers students will explore and use, the Library of Congress and its resources.  At the completion of the course they will be able to:
· Use different Library of Congress resources to find items.  
· Use bibliographic records to find proper credit lines. 
· Maintain a class journal which will address key course concepts and a log  of their research activity.

· Differentiate  primary source and a secondary sources

· Identify and  analyze at least three types of primary sources 
· Tour and conduct research at the Library of Congress. 
Please Note:  Please schedule a tour time convenient to you. The Humanities and Social Sciences Division of the Library offers a general research orientation to the Library on most (but not all) Monday mornings from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., and on some Monday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. The orientations are held in Room G07 of the Jefferson Building.  To register, go to online registration form (http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/inforeas/signup.php), or phone the Library's Computer Catalog Center at 202-707-3370.
Morning Sessions 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
September 15, 29
October 6, 20, 27
November 3, 17, 24


Evening Sessions 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
October 6
November 3

· Demonstrate their  skills by writing a short research paper and preparing a presentation.

III. Texts 
You will not be required to purchase a textbook for this class: I will provide you with all the readings you will need for this class. 

V.
Grading

A.
Requirements

· To pass this course you must meet the attendance standards 
· You are required to participate in class every day and this will be worth 15% of your grade. Your participation grade will be based on the quality as well as the frequency of your participation in discussion, and various in-class assignments.  There will be a free exchange of ideas and opinions. Everyone should feel free to exercise the right to express opinions. At the same time, we need to respect the right of everyone to do so. The class will be most effective if we engage in a vibrant, informed discussion of the topics. Please come to class prepared and ready to engage in class discussions.
· Submit three learning journals worth 15% each.

· Complete a 5-7 page research paper and create a presentation worth a total of 40%.
B. Course Grade

Your grade for this class will be calculated as follows:

Classroom Participation



15% 
Journal I



15%
Journal II



15% 

Journal III



15%

Short Research Paper/Presentation

40%

 All assignments should be typed, double-spaced, and labeled with your name, the assignment title, the name of the professor, the course title, and the date.

C. Grading Standards

90-100% 
= 
A

80-89%   
= 
B

70-79%   
= 
C

60-69%   
= 
D

Below 60% 
= 
F

D. Make-up Policy/Late Policy
Students are required to hand in the writing assignments and the research paper on time. Students needing extra time must get permission from the instructor to turn a paper in later than the due date; otherwise, papers will have 5 points deducted from the grade for each day that the paper or assignment is late. 

VI.
Classroom Policies 

A. Attendance and Withdrawal from Class 
Students will be allowed to miss one class without penalty. For every class missed after the first absence, the classroom participation grade, which represents 30% of the student’s final grade, will be reduced by one letter grade. Please contact the instructor by phone or email if you have to miss class for any reason.

Students who wish to withdraw from classes must do so formally. Proper procedures must be completed in the Office of Admissions, Records, and Registration or via the web. The procedure for official withdrawal or dropping from classes requires the student to complete and process a “Change of Schedule” form with the campus Office of Admissions, Records, and Registration.

B. Academic Honesty

All students are expected to achieve their goals with academic honor. Cheating, plagiarism, and/or other forms of academic dishonesty or misconduct, examples of which can be found in the Student Code of Conduct, will not be tolerated. If caught plagiarizing or cheating on any assignment, you will be given a failing grade (“F”) for that assignment, and the situation may be referred to the Dean for further disciplinary action.

C.
Classroom Conduct
Montgomery College is dedicated to providing a quality comprehensive educational program designed to meet the diverse and changing educational, social, economic, and cultural needs of the community. The College is committed not only to learning and the advancement of knowledge, but also to the development of ethically sensitive and responsible persons. It seeks to achieve these goals through a sound educational program and through regulations and policies governing student life that encourage responsibility and respect for the rights and viewpoints of others.

The College believes in the premise that students are adults who are responsible for their own actions and who should be free to pursue their educational objectives in an environment that promotes learning, protects the integrity of the academic process, and protects the College community.

To promote this overall policy, the Montgomery College Board of Trustees authorizes the President of the College to establish a Montgomery College Student Code of Conduct. Student enrollment at Montgomery College presupposes a commitment to the principles, policies, and procedures embodied in this Code. This Code of Conduct was approved by the Board of Trustees on May 20, 1985.

D.
Support Services

The Writing and Reading Center (WRC) provides print materials and one-on-one tutoring for Montgomery College students on a walk-in basis to support reading, writing, and language learning. You can sign in at the front desk for tutoring. For more information, visit the WRC at RC 105, or call the center at (240)567-1556.


A student who may need an accommodation due to a disability should make an appointment to see me during my office hour. A letter from Disability Support Services authorizing your accommodations will be needed. The DSS office is located in room number 120 of the new Student Services Building at the Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus. Any student who may need assistance in the event of an emergency evacuation must identify himself or herself to the Disability Support Services Office; guidelines for emergency evacuations for individuals with disabilities may be found at the following college web address: http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/dss/evacprocedures.htm
E.
Cancellation of Classes

In the event of inclement weather (major snow or ice storms), please call (240) 567-5000 to hear a recorded message to find out if the College is open or closed due to the weather. If classes are canceled on the day our class is scheduled to meet, we will meet again at the next scheduled class date and time.

VII. Course Schedule 

The attached course schedule provides a bi-weekly schedule for this course, along with due dates for assignments. Please note that course content may be altered slightly to provide the best educational experience possible. You will be notified in advance of any changes to the attached course schedule or to changes in due dates for assignments. 

	Class Dates
	Class Topics and Assignment

	Tues
 (9/9) 
	Course Introduction
Start Thinking  about a Topic

	Tues 
(9/23)
	Exploring the Library of Congress

Understanding Primary Sources 
Selecting a topic.

	Tues
 (10/7) 
	Research Journal I Due
Visit the Library of Congress for Training

	Tues 
(10/21-11/10) 
	Visit the Library of Congress for Training and Research

	Tues 
(11/4)
(11/11)
	Research Journal II Due
 Identify LOC Resources
Class will meet!

	Tues 
(11/18)
(11/25) 
	Research Journal III Due

Identify LOC Resources
Class will meet!

	Tues 
(12/2)
(12/9)
	First Draft Due
Presentation Draft Due
Individual Conferences on Drafts will be scheduled.

	Finals Week
	Papers and Presentations Due


Thank you for taking this course, and I look forward to a wonderful semester! 
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